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MEDIA ALERT 

13 February 2020 

EIHA Responds to FSA's Statement on CBD 

The European Industrial Hemp Association (EIHA) welcomes the announcement made 

yesterday by the Food Standards Agency (FSA) on hemp CBD extracts as it provides much 

needed clarity for the industry and reassures consumers as to the safety of these products. 

The FSA guidelines propose a maximum daily CBD intake of 70mg, and although we would 

prefer a higher permitted daily dose, we consider this a workable compromise.   

The FSA also formally announced that all suppliers need to submit their novel food 

application by 31 March 2021 and, assuming compliance with this date, products will be 

permitted to be sold pending the authorization process.  Companies who have not applied 

for this authorization by the 31st March will no longer be able to market their CBD products. 

“We support the rationale behind FSA’s statement and look forward to our discussions 

early next month to discuss the EIHA consortium application in detail. The sector indeed needs  

standards and I can assure you that we will lead this process.” said Ms Lorenza Romanese, 

Managing Director of EIHA, “However, that being said, we are disappointed that the FSA does 

not appear to support EIHA’s position that for many centuries cannabinoid rich hemp foods 

and hemp extracts containing CBD have been extensively consumed across Europe and 

therefore low concentration CBD products should not be considered as Novel based on FSA's 

own definition." 

EIHAs members agreed last year to submit a joint consortium application and will submit a 

range of CBD extracts to both the UK FSA and the European Food Standards Agency (EFSA).  

Considering the substantial cost of an application, this is the optimum solution for industry and 

EIHA is receiving new membership applications on almost a daily basis from businesses 

wishing to benefit from our knowledge and expertise. 

– END – 
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Note to editors:  

The European Industrial Hemp Association (EIHA) is an association of the hemp-processing 
industry. It represents the common interest of industrial hemp farmers and producers, both 
nationally and at European level. EIHA is the only European consortium in the industrial hemp 
sector. This sector includes, amongst other things, the use of hemp fibres, shavings, seeds 
and cannabinoids. Originally founded as an association for the European hemp industry, EIHA 
counts today with more than 130 members covering more than 30 member states.  
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