
Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) 

19. April 2007. 10:00 - 14:00 

EuroMedia Hotel – Hürth 

 

1. List of the participants 
 

Name Company Memebership Votes 

John Hobson Hemcore (UK) regular 10 

Bernd Frank BaFa (D) regular 11 

Michael Carus Nova-Institut (D) associate 1 

Joan Reverté Agrofibre SAS (F) regular 10 

Francois Desanlis (F) associate 1 

Marcel Toonen (NL) associate 1 

André Fürst Chanvre-Info (CH) associate 1 

David Forster DNV (D) associate 1 

Stefano Amaducci Fibranova (I) regular 10 

Daniel Kruse* Hempro (D) associate 1 

Total:   47 

 

2. Resignation of Cesare Tofani, Fibranova (Italy), First 
Deputy of EIHA 

 

Accepted with 46 out of 46 votes (* Mr. Kruse arrived later and didn’t participate in this 

voting) 

 

3. Voting for new Board of Directors 
 

Option 1 

President: John Hobson (Hemcore) 

First Deputy: Bernd Frank (BaFa) 

Second Deputy: Joan Reverté (Agrofibre SAS) 

 

37 votes 

 

Option 2 

President: John Hobson (Hemcore) 

First Deputy: Bernd Frank (BaFa) 

Second Deputy: Joan Reverté (Agrofibre SAS) 

Third Deputy: CEO/Stefano Amaducci (Fibranova) 

 

10 votes 

 

Option 1 was accepted. 



4. Report on our meeting in Brussels 
 

New information: 

- "Single aid" has real chance to become reality 

- ANDI already contacted nova; if ANDI will win the tender for the natural fibre 

market study, nova will be included in the study 

- UPDATE May 2007: ANDI got the study and nova-Institut is now involved in the 

study (one day work) 

 

5. Action items 2007 - especially the strategy for 
Brussels and the tools we need 

 

Topics for the work 

- NEW: Develope a presentation for different departments in Brussels 

- Organising visits to Brussels. We did already one visit (see 4)), next visits will be 

organised in September. 

- End of Life Vehicle Directive: Lobbying in Brussels to modify the Directive to the 

benefit of natural fibre reinforced composites -> Integrate in our new Brussels 

strategy 

- NEW: Develope a small booklet "Why should hemp be a crop of a green 

future" for Brussels - before summer break – Brussels meetings in September! 

- NEW: FP7 project nova & EIHA and different industrial partners for "Hemp 

for particle board production” -> see below 

- Increasing membership - Target: 50 more associate members & 5 regular (Cezar 

reported on new members and financial status (see below)) 

- Cooperation with FAO - International Year of Natural Fibres  2009 (IYNF) - it's 

running (see also copy) 

- Training and using the EIHA-Internet Database for internal discussions 

- Later: EIHA leaflet & CD-ROM for marketing support to sell more fibres, shives, ... 

to industry 

- Later: Common marketing for EIHA-member, common booths at trading fairs 

 

6. Date and place of the next EIHA conference 
 

The 5th International EIHA Conference will be held on 19. and 20. of November 

(Monday and Tuesday) this year in EUROMEDIA hotel in Hürth (near Cologne), 

Germany. The General Meeting will be held on 18. of November at 7 PM in the same 

location. 

Registration is already possible: www.eiha.org 

 

7. FP7 – “Hemp for particle board production” 
 

Dr. Christian Schöpper, University Göttingen, presented the project ideas in detail, the 

group discussed the ideas and finally decided to join the project. The first call was end of 

April, the next call will be in August. 

 



8. Attachments 
- Signed participant list 

- Resignation letter Cesare Tofani 

- International Year of Natural Fibres (IYNF) 

- Member list 

- Financial status 

 

Author: 

Cezar Pendarovski 

Huerth, 2. May 2007 

 





Dott. Cesare Tofani 
Via  Belvedere  9/a   -   56035  LARI  -  ITALIA 

e.mail :  cesare.tofani@fastwebnet.it 

tel. +39 347 6981749   

 

 

European Hemp Industries Association - EIHA 

to J.Hobson,  President 

to the Board of Directors 

to M.Carus, Director 

 

 

object:-  resignation of Cesare Tofani 

 

March 10th 2007  

 

I am sorry to communicate that it is my intention to resign from the Board of 

Directors of  EIHA, for personal reasons. 

I thank all the members of the Board for their understanding and trust. 

At the same time I communicate that I will not represent any more Fibranova within 

the Association and I ask therefore to be accepted in EIHA as an associate member. 

I hope to contribute as such in the future for the benefit of the Association. 

Best regards 

 

Cesare Tofani 
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International Year of Natural Fibres (IYNF)
2009

To raise awareness of natural fibres, to promote efficiency and
sustainability of the natural fibres, and to foster an effective
international partnership among the various natural fibres
industries

What are Natural Fibres? 
Natural fibres are produced from animals or plants. Animal fibres are largely those which cover
mammals such as sheep, goats and rabbits, but include also the cocoon of the silk-worm. Vegetable
fibres are derived from the stem, leaf or seed of various plants. Close to 30 million tonnes of natural
fibres are produced annually in the world, of which cotton is dominant with 20 million tonnes, wool
and jute each around 2 to 3 million tonnes followed by a number of others. 

What are Natural Fibres used for? 
Natural fibres form an important component of clothing, upholstery and other textiles for consumers,
and many of them also have industrial uses in packaging, papermaking and in composite materials
with many uses, including automobiles. 

Why are Natural Fibres important? 
Apart from their importance to the consumer and in their various industrial uses, natural fibres are an
important source of income for the farmers who produce them. In some cases they are produced on
large farms in developed countries, but in many developing and least developed countries proceeds
from the sale and export of natural fibres contribute significantly to the income and food security of
poor farmers and workers in fibre industries. For some developing countries natural fibres are of
major economic importance, for example, cotton in some west African countries, jute in Bangladesh
and sisal in Tanzania. In other cases these fibres are of less significance at the national level but are
of major local importance, as in the case of jute in West Bengal (India) and sisal in north-east Brazil.

Why an International Year of Natural Fibres? 
Since the 1960s, the use of synthetic fibres has increased, and natural fibres have lost a lot of their
market share. The main objective of the International Year of Natural Fibres is to raise the profile of
these fibres, to emphasise their value to consumers while helping to sustain the incomes of the
farmers. Promoting measures to improve the efficiency and sustainability of production is also an
important aspect of the Year. 

Who decided that 2009 would be the International Year of Natural Fibres? 
The idea came from a meeting of fibre producing and consuming countries in FAO, the Food and
Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations. At the request of FAO, the actual declaration was
made by the General Assembly of the United Nations on 20 December 2006. 

Who will organise the International Year? 
There is a coordinating unit in FAO, but a great many other organisations and people will be
involved. An International Steering Committee, with representatives from various fibre organisations,
consumer bodies, and funding agencies, will meet from time-to-time to guide the programme. Most
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consumer bodies, and funding agencies, will meet from time-to-time to guide the programme. Most
of the activities will be organised by partner organisations, some at the international level, and many
more within individual countries. 

What will happen in 2009? 
The actual programme of events will take shape as 2009 approaches. One or more large international
conferences will be held. There will be displays and fashion shows`and many other events in many
countries, run by a variety of different national organisations. 

Where will the money come from? 
To some extent, the International Year of Natural Fibres will be funded by the fibre industries which
will benefit from it. Donor funding will help FAO with its coordinating activities, particularly to
support those parts of the programme which are directed at or conducted in the least developed
countries. 

OUTLINE OF PROPOSED CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

20 December 2006: 
UNGA resolution proclaims 2009 the International Year of Natural Fibres. 

2007 and 2008 
Detailed planning of events for 2009 - much in the hands of partners. 
Publication of FAO Commodity Study The Global Natural Fibres Economy - possibly to be launched
at an international conference on natural fibres 
FAO as lead unit to develop/prepare: logo, posters, fact sheets, brochures; calendar of events; all on a
web site. Media releases. 
FAO regional events. IYNF to be publicized at all possible events. 
Develop a plan for sustainability of progress beyond the IYNF. 

November 2008 
Grand opening of the International Year of Natural Fibres. 

2009 
International Year of Natural Fibres. 
Activities by partner organizations around the world could include: conferences/meetings;
demonstrations/fairs/shows - a Natural Fibres Expo?; Fashion events, art/photographic
competitions/exhibitions, events aimed at school children, essay competitions. 
FAO as lead technical unit coordinating calendar of events, media coverage. 
Also FAO Conference on Natural Fibres in Rome; regional FAO events?. 

2010 
Wrapping up activities, reporting (measuring impact?) 

Future 
Ongoing activities of the international natural fibres alliance. 

See links on the right to some IYNF partners. 
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International Year of Natural Fibres Coordinating Unit 
FAO, ESC Division 
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 
00100 Rome ITALY 
Fax: +39 06 57054495 
E-mail: IYNF-2009@fao.org 

Last updated: 22 March 2006. 

See Also...

FAO Press Release December 20 2006
http://www.fao.org/newsroom/en/news/2006/1000472/index.html

International Cotton Advisory Committee
http://www.icac.org/

International Jute Study Group
http://www.jute.org/

International Wool Textile Organisation
http://www.iwto.org

Masters of Linen
http://www.mastersoflinen.com

European Industrial Hemp Association
http://www.eiha.org

Conference Resolution on the IYNF
http://www.fao.org/docrep/meeting/010/j6321e/J6321e01.htm#P266_21258

CLICK HERE TO SEND US AN E-MAIL
mailto:IYNF-2009@fao.org?subject=International Year of Natural Fibres 2009
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FAO welcomes UN Resolution on International Year
of Natural Fibres 2009
Another contribution towards Millennium Development Goals

21 December 2006, Rome - Yesterday’s UN General Assembly
decision declaring 2009 the International Year of Natural Fibres will
contribute to the Millennium Development Goals by further developing
the efficiency and sustainability of these agricultural industries that
employ millions of people in some of the world’s poorest countries,
according to FAO.

The UN decision follows a request by the biennial Conference of FAO
in November 2005.

Millions of people around the world, among them some of the poorest
people in some of the poorest countries, depend on the production and
processing of natural fibres for their livelihood. Natural fibres contribute
to food security and economic development for these farmers.

To raise awareness

The International Year of Natural Fibres will raise consumer awareness
of natural fibres and strengthen demand for natural fibre products,
improving the livelihoods of the farmers who produce them and
revenues for countries that export them, says FAO. At the same time,
promoting the use of natural fibres will enhance the environment. 

The wide range of natural fibres includes cotton, wool, jute, flax, silk,
sisal, coconut fibre and many others. Some are produced from plants,
others from animals, and they are used in clothing and other consumer
goods, as well as in industrial applications. Virtually every country in
the world produces some natural fibres.

According to FAO, there is almost no limit to the type of activities that
might form part of the International Year of Natural Fibres. Fashion
shows, exhibitions, conferences, production of TV documentaries and
books, and competitions for schoolchildren could all be developed in the
many countries expected to take part. 

Under the general guidance of an International Steering Committee,
FAO would be the coordinator of activities in the Year of Natural
Fibres, with many activities being undertaken by partner organizations.
FAO is now seeking funding from donor countries and organizations to
finance activities in support of the International Year of Natural Fibres
2009.

Contact:
FAO Press Room 
fao-newsroom@fao.org 
(+39) 06 570 53625

Natural fibres, such as cotton,
contribute to the livelihoods of
millions of people.

Related links
Jute and hard fibres
The State of Agricultural
Commodity Markets
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Contact:
FAO Press Room
fao-newsroom@fao.org
(+39) 06 570 53625

comments? please write to the webmaster © FAO, 2006



European Industrial Hemp Association (EIHA)

new members since 22.11.2006

Name Company / Institution Country Membership

Phill Warner Ecofibre Industries Ltd Australia associate

Bernard Boyeux France associate

Dr. Strazds Guntis
Association of textile- 

and clothing industry
Latvia associate

Juha Mäkipelkola Hallintaus OY Finland associate

Shaun Bailey
Planetfibre Industries Pty 

Ltd
Australia associate

Andrea Nunnari
 Andrea Nunnari Natural 

Textiles
Switzerland associate

Gonzalo 

Hernández

The Latin-America Hemp 

Trading

Montevideo, 

Uruguay
associate

Adrien Pilon
Biotechnology Research 

Institute

Motreal, PQ, 

Canada
associate

Jaroslav Skoumal Canabia, a.s.
Czech 

Republic
regular

André Fürst Chanvre-Info Switzerland associate

Emily Stott
BioRegional Development 

Group

United 

Kingdom
associate

John Baker
Stonehedge Bio-

Resources
Canada associate

Joan Reverté Agrofibra France regular



European Industrial Hemp Association (EIHA)

Revenues and expenditures in 2007

-104,73      

date posting text revenues expenditures actual balance

16. Jan Fibranova, membership fee 2006 989,00         884,27         

24. Jan Jens Wehrmesiter (translation) -195,75       688,52         

25. Jan BaFa, membership fee 2006, rest

600,00         1.288,52      

31. Jan Dr. Strazds Guntis, membership fee 

2007 200,00         1.488,52      

05. Feb Marcel Toonen, membership fee 

2007 200,00         1.688,52      

07. Feb Van Dommele, membership fee 2007

200,00         1.888,52      

08. Feb Leson & Ass., membership fee 2007

100,00         1.988,52      

08. Feb DNV, membership fee 2007 200,00         2.188,52      

12. Feb Hempro, membership fee 2007 200,00         2.388,52      

13. Feb Peter Nießen, software development

-81,20         2.307,32      

14. Feb HempFlax, membership fee 2007

1.000,00      3.307,32      

14. Feb Andrea Nunnari, membership fee 

2007 200,00         3.507,32      

15. Feb Valentin, membership fee 2007 200,00         3.707,32      

20. Feb nova, membership fee 2007 200,00         3.907,32      

26. Feb LAHT, membership fee 2007 195,00         4.102,32      

27. Feb Why not hemp?, membership fee 

2007 200,00         4.302,32      

02. Mär Chanvriere du Belon, membership 

fee 2007 200,00         4.502,32      

05. Mär Canabia, membership fee 2007 1.000,00      5.502,32      

08. Mär Celesa, membership fee 2007 187,50         5.689,82      

14. Mär Temafa, membership fee 2007 400,00         6.089,82      

14. Mär Biotechnology research institute and 

Alberta research council, 

membership fees 2007 389,00         6.478,82      

16. Mär Hallintaus, membership fee 2007 200,00         6.678,82      

19. Mär Hemcore, membership fee 2007 1.000,00      7.678,82      

30. Mär banking fee 1 quartal 2007 -24,35         7.654,47      

13. Apr Fibranova, membership fee 2007 1.000,00      8.654,47      

16. Apr Donation to nova, 1st installment -4.000,00    4.654,47      

17. Apr Planetfibre, membership fee 2007

180,00         4.834,47      

current balance 4.834,47    


