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Agenda of the Day
10:00 Board Meeting (Room Lambertus)
11:30 Board Meeting with ASTM

12:00 Lunch Break

13:00 General Meeting (Room Adelheid)

15:00 Coffee Break

15:30 Workshop 1 on THC/CBD (Room Adelheid) & 
Workshop 2 on fibres and all other topics (Room Lambertus)

18:00 End of the Meetings
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Agenda
1. Assessment of the Votes 
2. Status report on EIHA and Hemp
3. EIHA activities in 2017
4. Financial report of the EIHA
5. Exoneration & Election of the new Board of Directors 
6. EIHA activities in 2017

Welcome to the EIHA and let us determine that the General Meeting has 
been convened and a quorum is statutory.

“Every duly scheduled General Meeting (normal or exceptional) is a 
quorum. Decisions on all issues other than changes to the statutory 
articles or the liquidation of the association require a simple majority.”

First we will introduce ourselves and to agree on the keeper of the 
minutes. We propose Marla Carus.
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Assessment of the votes / voting

1. Regular member
• 0 – 999 ha, 10 votes 
• 1,000 – 1,999 ha, 11 votes
• 2,000 – 2,999 ha, 12 votes
• additional 1 vote per 1,000 ha

2.  Associate member
Each member has 1 vote

First, we will fill in and verify a prepared Excel sheet.
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Present
hemp industry
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25 Regular Members – many more than before
List of Suppliers
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138 (25 regular & 113 associate) members of
the EIHA in 2017

• 107 members from 24 European Countries
• 31 members from other 11 countries like Australia, Canada, China, 

India, New Zealand, Russia, South Africa, Thailand, Turkey, Ukraine, 
USA

Cooperation with
• InterChanvre, France
• Hemp Industries Association, USA
• Canadian Hemp Trade Alliance, Canada
• International Hemp Building Association, Ireland
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EIHA Members – country distribution
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Latest data on hemp …
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Reports and position papers
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Publications on CBD
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Publications on CBD
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Publications on CBD
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Publications on CBD

This in depth report is available only for regular members
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Publications on THC
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Publications on THC
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Publications on THC
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Have you signed already?
www.eiha.org/CologneDeclaration/

220 supporters
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1) Reasonable and harmonised legislation on THC 
guidance values for food
The signatories urge policy makers to develop a reasonable and harmonised legislation on 
THC guidance values for food in Europe and in all member states, to make sure that 
consumers are protected, to sustain the industry’s current double-digit growth rate, to attract 
new investors, create jobs and to boost product development.

2) Reasonable and harmonised legislation on hemp 
extracts and non-psychotropic cannabinoids
The signatories urge policy makers to develop a reasonable and harmonised legislation on 
cannabinoids and hemp extracts as food supplement ingredients as well as pharmaceuticals 
(depending on the dose) in Europe and in all member states, to make sure that consumers 
are protected, to sustain the industry’s current double-digit growth rate, to attract new 
investors, create jobs and to boost development of safe products. 

3) Reasonable legislation on THC content in industrial 
hemp varieties
The signatories urge policy makers to create European legislation allowing for industrial 
hemp to possess a THC content below 0.3% in harmonisation with the rest of the world to 
create a level playing field especially with Canada and the USA. 

4) End the ban of the cultivation of industrial hemp in 
the UN Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs 
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Position paper on THC
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Thank you Boris! 
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Activities on CBD and WHO (Boris)
6 November 2017: Today we 
wrote a history when hemp 
and cannabis movements 
joined their forces on the top 
decision-making level. 

Open Session of the 39th 
ECDD in Geneva on 
Monday 6th November 
2017. 

More details at the 
afternoon session!
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EIHA Lobbying list at Google Docs – Please provide us your 
important contacts for our lobbying activities! Please contact 
Dominik Vogt
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China Rediscovers Hemp
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Brochure of the EIHA

Update in 2017:
Regular members page
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New online voting system for board 
members

Green means 
YES and red 
means NO
Abstain: 
white

It always 
needs to find 
4 from 7 YES 
votes to find 
a majority.
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Members of the new created advisory committee of EIHA
are four experts advising the board:

– Catherine Wilson (UK)
– Dr. Bernhardt Beitzke (DE)
– Rachel Invernizzi (IT)
– Tony Reeves (UK)
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NEW Regular members

The number of regular members showed a sharp increase 
in 2016 and 2017, because only regular members can join:

– the new special interest groups
– the new email discussion groups
– the new expert workshops (several the day before the 

EIHA conference and after the GM)
– the supplier online database (www.eiha.org)
– receive EIHA in depth reports for free

Target: All EIHA member companies should become 
regular members!
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At the last General Meeting in Hürth, 
10 December 2015, it was decided to create 
special interest groups for regular members
and experts on specific topics only:

The groups had a very good 
start. Most active groups:

– CBD, moderator Boris,
1.350 emails
– THC_food-limits, moderator 
Daniel, 370 emails
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Index for regular members at
www.eiha.org/suppliers
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EIHA leaflet and supplier list

Regular members

• to be listed in the EIHA leaflet
• to participate in the special interest groups
• to stay as regular member in EIHA

Should be only possible, if the

• Regular member paid his yearly fee be end of 
March

• Regular member has delivered his cultivation and 
processing data from last year in the needed form 
by end of August
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THE END

www.eiha.org

EIHA & ASTM Membership

=> Application for ASTM Membership in Committee D37 (Cannabis)
has been sent on 13th November to the ASTM
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Workshops (today, 15:30)

• Workshop 1 on CBD regulations (Boris) (Room Adelheid) 

• Workshop 1 on THC in food (Daniel) (Room Adelheid) 

• Workshop 2 on fibres and all other topics (Michael) (Room 
Lambertus)
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EIHA-Conference: Record participation in 
2017! The world biggest event on industrial 
hemp ever: 329 Participants (blue) from 44 
countries.



www.eiha.org

Trade fair  Stuttgart, Germany: 11,000 visitors & 440 exhibitors

Booth at the Composites Europe
Stuttgart, September 2017

Picture shows the EIHA booth at the Composites Europe 2017 
(picture nova-Institut)
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Meeting EIHA & Interchanvre
• Mark, Bernd, Philippe meeting in Paris with 

Interchanvre 15th of November
• Discussed aims and goals of the EIHA and 

strategic decisions
• Discussed importance of THC and CBD 

lobby
• Will have twice a year a meeting 

Paris/Conference 

• Intensify relation ship
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Report on current financial situation
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Report on current financial situation

• Max. membership fee in 2017 (from actual members): 87,000 €           

• Already paid in 2017: 74.565 €

• Current balance: 30,000 €

Budget for 2018:

• Membership fees 2018 80,000 – 100,000 €
• Plus balance 2017 30,000 €
• Budget for 2018 110,000 – 130,000 €
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Membership fees not been paid yet 
(7 November 2017)
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EIHA – after Sylvestre Bertucelli left, the new 
Board of Directors & Managing Director
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Exoneration/discharge of the 
Board of Directors for their work from June 
2017 to November 2017

x votes against its exoneration
x votes for its exoneration
x abstention
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Election of the board of directors
§ 8 Board of Directors 

1. The Board of Directors consists of at least 3 members, 
including a chairperson and two deputy chairs. The 
chairperson is also the president of EIHA.

2. All members of the Board of Directors must be delegated 
by regular members of the association. 

3. The Board of Directors, the chairperson and the two 
deputy chairs will be elected at the General Meeting for 
a period of two years. Removal of any or all members of 
the Board of Directors will require a 3/ 4 majority of votes 
represented at a General Meeting. Re-election of members 
of the board is permitted. Membership on the Board of 
Directors takes effect immediately after election. 
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Election of the board of directors

1) First vote on individual or group election of the 
board members

2) Election of the individual Executive Board 
members or the Executive Board groups

3) Election of the president, first and second deputy 
chair (second = treasurer)
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New membership fee system

• Membership invoices so far per calendar 
year => to be changed to 12 months –
ongoing

• Online registration system
• Updated fees:

Regular Member

0 - 99 ha: 1,650 € => 2,000 €
1,000 – 1,999 ha: 1,815 € => 2,100 €
2,000 – 2,999 ha: 1,980 € => 2,200 €

Per additional 1,000 ha: 100 €

Associate member 330 € => 350 €
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Survey on legal status of Industrial Hemp 
in all European Countries - ongoing

Additional questions:
Boris will collect in the workshop
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Survey on legal status of Industrial Hemp 
in all European Countries - ongoing
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Running and new activities (to discuss) -
focus in 2017/18 – Fibres and others:

• Update of the brochure on “Carbon Footprint and 
Sustainability of Different Natural Fibres for 
Biocomposites and Insulation Material” by nova experts 
(Michael)

• Developing standards for technical hemp fibres
(Michael, Mark, Bernd, Jörg Müssig)

• Workshop after the GM with Michael
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EIHA Booth at the Biocomposites Conference Cologne 
(BCC, http://biocompositescc.com), Maternushaus, 
Cologne, 6-7 Dec. 2017: Mark Reinders and Bernd Frank 
will man the stand of the EIHA

> 200 
participants 
from 22 
countries 
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Running and new activities (to discuss) -
focus in 2017/18 – CBD/THC:
• Press release on CBD & WHO (Boris, Michael)

• Inform, lobby and meetings on CBD regulations and 
THC guidance values for hemp food (EFSA / EU 
Commission / Member states) (Michael, Daniel, Boris)

• THC regulations for industrial hemp (on the field) and 
the 0,2% limit (see next slide) (Michael, Daniel)

• Letter to WADA - use of hemp foods in professional 
sports nutrition vs anti-doping rules (Daniel, Boris)

• Cooperation with ASTM and other hemp associations 
on CBD & THC (USA, Canada, China, India) (Michael)

• Lobbying of EIHA on level of international drug policy!? 
(Hanka, Boris)
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New topic in 2018:
EIHA Position Paper on “THC Regulations 
regarding industrial hemp in the EU”

History
• 1984: For the first time specific THC limits for industrial 

hemp were determined in Europe. For the marketing 
years until 1987 a limit of 0.5 %, for subsequent 
marketing years a limit of 0.3 % was set. "Protection of 
public health" was the justification for this decision.

• 1999: The limit was lowered from 0.3 % to 0.2 %, to 
prevent the cultivation of illicit drug type Cannabis in 
industrial hemp crops.

• In science the limit was first set to 0.5 %, then in 1976 
Small and Cronquist adopt a concentration of 0.3 % THC 
(dry weight basis) to distinguish between „hemp” (non-
drug Cannabis) and „marijuana” (drug Cannabis).

• In Canada and US the limit is 0.3 % in in force. No 
country in the world uses 0.2 % – except the European 
Union.
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EIHA Position Paper on “THC Regulations 
regarding industrial hemp in the EU”

Target
• Restoring of the former THC limit of 0,3 % for hemp 

crop varieties.

Arguments
• From a scientific point of view, there is no reason for 

0.2%. In fact 0.2% are as safe as 0.3% in regards to drug 
abuse and also there will be no noticeable effect on illicit 
Cannabis production (THC 1 % – 13 %).

• The lower THC limit value in Europe alone restricts the 
choice of varieties for European farmers.

• Due to the limitation of 0.2 % THC on the field, the hemp 
food industry in Europe has a significant competitive 
disadvantage to producers in North America and Asia.

• With increasing hemp food markets this problem will 
become even bigger in subsequent years.
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Russia

First International Forum of Hemp Manufacturers 
"Current Issues of Cultivation and Industrial 
Processing of Hemp" which will host on November 
30th 2017 in Moscow.

The event is organized by the Hemp Agro Industrial 
Association with the participation of the relevant 
Federal ministries and the support of the Public 
Chamber of the Russian Federation.

…

“would EIHA be so kind to send us a official letter 
about the state of the industry in your country at 
the present time and  ways of development and 
cooperation in the future”
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Hemp Global 
Committee 
(Rohit Sharma)
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MAP EXPO Cooperation?

MAP EXPO 2017 was a success, both exhibitors and visitors deemed the 
event valuable. 95% would like to attend again. Both EIHA and MAP EXPO 
think the partnership should be continued for next editions.

We agreed that EIHA will receive 10% of HEMP company booth fees, no 
difference will be made between first-time and second-time participants.

For MAP EXPO 2018, we want to put more focus on HEMP, as this has 
been a proven interest point in both exhibitors and visitors. This means, we 
would like to have more HEMP-companies.

We discussed potential expansion to food and THC. However, the sector 
food is covered in other events. MAP EXPO wants to go the more 
pharmaceutical direction, which means expansion to THC is more likely.
Michael mentioned Hempflower could be interesting, please advice us.

Promotion for MAP EXPO at EIHA is definitely a possibility, we can attend 
the event and have a booth.
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I'm launching soon l'Institut du Chanvre in France with a few others hemp 
companies. Our goal is to educate France about the potential of hemp with the first 
focus on the usage of hemp in cosmetic, food, food supplements, and e-liquids. 
Here is a draft of our first webpage: http://instichanvre.pagedemo.co/

Initially, my goal was to promote the excellent EIHA's position papers in French and I 
thought a new organization was great to generate the best impact possible. Our focus:
• Create a full report about hemp & CBD in France and Europe 

(economic/legal/social)
• Work with a law firm to create proposals of new regulations to clarify transformation 

and extraction of hemp flowers in France
• Educate authorities and public about the different usages of hemp

I already did a French translation of the "CBD regulation" position paper (enclosed). 
Before to launch our organization at the beginning of 2018, I would like to get in touch 
with the main hemp French organizations and companies so we support each other.
The official support of the EIHA would be a great benefit, and our goal is to promote 
the EIHA's position in French as more as possible.
• Could we become a partner of the EIHA? I'm happy to continue helping where we 

can (I'm already a regular member with my company Harmony and we booked a 
booth for the next EIHA conference)

• Could we get a small reference from you? I was thinking to add to our website a link 
to the EIHA website and a few words from you would be fantastic, for example:

« We support l’Institut du Chanvre because we need more education and 
knowledge about the potential of hemp in France » Michael Carus, Managing 
Director of the European Industrial Hemp Association (EIHA)
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EIHA-Conference: Call for papers for 2018!
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EIHA-Conference: 
• Overview of booths
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EIHA-Conference: 
• Sponsoring 

oportunities
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EIHA-Conference: 
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Survey “Harvest 2016”

Þ Very low response rate
Þ Difficulties in collecting data
Þ How to proceed?

§ 4 Membership
4. Special responsibilities of 
regular members: regular 
members must provide, to the 
managing director of EIHA, 
data on their cultivation and 
processing of hemp and on 
the use of their material by 
product line by, at the latest, 1. 
April of the following year. 
Data will be treated 
confidentially and not be 
shared with other members or 
the Board of Directors.



www.eiha.org

Cultivation area 2017 – missing data!
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Benefits for EIHA members?
• Regular members are featured on the EIHA leaflet, can 

participate in special interest groups, email groups and 
workshops, are part of the supplier online database and 
receive all in depth reports free of charge

• All questions and requests from the industry (more than 
300 per year) are circulated to all EIHA members, creation 
of a hemp market place

• Free access to the huge EIHA database, more than 400 
presentations, reports and documents

• Help the Hemp Industry to grow!
Help lobbying!
Don’t let the policy forget Hemp!

• With your support EIHA can realise
• Information leaflets on hemp
• Position Papers to Policy
• Lobbying in Brussels
• Studies & Reports on Hemp helping the

whole industrial hemp sector, internationally 
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THE END


