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1		Applying	to	Grow	Industrial	Hemp				
	

Japan’s	“Taima	Control	Law”	was	imposed	by	
the	US	occupa@on	government	aLer	WW2	–	
making	all	Hemp	cul.va.on	illegal	-	aLer	
10,000	years	of	freedom!	
	

In	1948	THC	was	unknown,	and	the	law	
doesn’t	dis@nguish	between	industrial	Hemp	
and	“Taima”.	



Japan’s	Jomon	poWery	is	famous	for	its	exo@c	
shapes,	and	Hemp-rope	paWerns	pressed	into	it.	



The	earliest	
known	picture	
of	Hemp,		
Jomon	era,	
about	5,500	BC!	
	



				People	from	the	far	North-East	brought	poWery	in	
which	they	impressed	rope	paWerns	into	Northen	
Europe	–	known	as	”Corded	Ware”	!		



Sadly,	the	current	Dean	of	Azabu	University	
(ie	“Hemp-Cloth	University”)	does	not	
support	research	on	Hemp.	
	

The	sugges@on	of	“Azabu	brand”	health	
foods	and	drinks	is	NOT	welcome!		(His	
bureaucra@c	administrators	are	“scared”!)	



				But,	aLer	several	years’	research,	it’s	@me	
to	grow	Hemp	myself.	

				The	Ministry	of	Health	&	Labour	made	the	
condi@ons	for	obtaining	a	license	to	grow	
industrial	Hemp	even	stricter	in	2013!	

	

				Applicants	have	to	show	that	cul@va@ng	
Hemp	will	“preserve	tradi.onal	culture”	
&/or	is	“essen.al	for	daily	life”.	



				Japanese	Hemp	cul@va@on	has	been	
suppressed	to	almost	zero	since	1965	.	.		
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				Every	prefecture’s	Governor	has	the	power	to	
give	a	licence	.	.	but	MOST	do	not	–	ignorantly	
following	the	advice	of	their	local	narco@cs	office.	

	

				But	bureaucrats	responsible	for	narco@cs	policy	
have	no	responsibility	to	consider	the	benefits	of	
Hemp	–	only	“risks”	(however	fic@onal).	

	

				NB		This	would	lead	to	absurd	policies:			
				E.G.		“Cars	kill	3,000	Japanese	every	year	–	so	
they	must	be	banned”.	



	A	major	problem	is	
that	Japanese	
bureaucrats	
responsible	for	
narco@cs	policy	know	
NOTHING	about	
Hemp	–	except	this	
UN	pamphlet	which	
equates	Hemp	with	
heroin,	cocaine,	etc.		





	

				In	2013,	the	ignorant	young	official	Miwa	
Munehisa	at	the	Yamaguchi	prefectural	
narco@cs	office	refused	me	an	Applica@on	Form!	

This	is	clearly	
illegal.		But	it’s	not	
advisable	to	sue,	
since	most	
Governors	just	
follow	their	
advice.	



				Ignorant	bureaucrats	are	a	very	serious	
problem	in	Japan:		even	@ny	“Hempcloth	
University”	has	800	pages	of	rules!	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
				Of	course	teaching	staff	do	not	read	such	rules!	
So	this	gives	bureaucrats	absurd	power.	



The	struggle	between	
poli@cians	and	civil	
servants	is	a	famous	
problem	in	all	
countries!	
	

In	Japan	too	many	
poli@cians	fail	to	resist	
bureaucrats’	pressure	
for	stagna@on.	



				Fortunately	.	.	.	the	Prime	Minister	is	from	
Yamaguchi	prefecture,	and	his	wife,	Abe	
Akie,	is	a	keen	supporter	of											
industrial	Hemp!		(and	many																
other	Japanese	tradi@ons).	

	

				She	even	put	the	following																
photos	on	her	Facebook	page																		
last	summer:	



ToZori	Prefecture,	where	the	stricter	2013	
regula.ons	were	first	beaten.	



Ueno-san	with	Japan’s	
wonderful	“First	Lady”	!	



				Abe	Akie	will	also	give	a	keynote	speech	at	the	
1st	Interna.onal	Hemp	Environment	Forum	
being	held	in	Kyoto	on	July	2nd.	



				Co-author	Makoto	Matsumaru	in	the	grand	room	
to	be	used	for	the	Kyoto	Forum.	







If	you	don’t	give	me	an	applica.on	form,	I’ll	
complain	to	the	“First	Lady”!			J	



				So,	on	my	2nd	aWempt,	last	September,	I	received	
an	Applica@on	form!		My	lengthy	applica@on	
included	many	detailed	requirements.		

	
	
	



				Including	this	
medical	report	
confirming	that	
I’m	not	a	drug	
addict!	



“Nusa”	–	ceremonial	
whips	made	of	Hemp	–		
are	used	in	many	
tradi@onal	ceremonies,	
like	Kagura,	to	drive	
out	“demons”.	
Nusa	should	revert	to	
being	made	of	local	
hemp	–	not	imported	
(or	made	of	nylon!)	



A	handy	map	on	the	prefectural	website,	adver@sing	
20	sites	of	tradi@onal	“Kagura”	ceremonies.		



A	nearby	hill	is	named	Aso-san	–	“Hemp-growing		
mountain”		!	



S@ll	today	the	Imperial	
household	ceremonially	
plants	Hempseeds	in	the		
spring.	

	.	.	and	harvests	them	
in	the	Autumn.	



				Three	80	year-old	neighbours	remember	
local	hemp	farming,	and	cookery	with	hemp.		

	

				Japanese	cooking	tradi@onally	used	“8	
grains”	–	八穀 –	one	of	which	was	
Hempseeds	–	「麻の実」  or	“Onomi”.	

	

				The	lack	of	hemp	in	the	diet	has	been	
blamed	as	a	possible	contributor	to	growing	
illnesses	such	as	demen@a.	



				There	is	now	a	“Demen.a	Crisis”	in	Japan,	
with	4	million	sufferers	today,	and	
increasing	rapidly!	

				As	the	value	of	both	Omega-3	faZy	acids,	
and	Cannabinoids	for	preven@ng	Demen@a	
is	becoming	understood,	the	Ministry	of	
Health	&	Labour	should	be	promo@ng	
Hemp	cul@va@on!	

	



But	while	the	
government	
forbids	
cul@va@on,				
the	na@onal	
Coopera@ve	
Society	is	selling	
expensive	
imported	
Hempseed	oil	
as	“superfood”!		



				2			Wai@ng	for	the	response	
	

				Having	sent	my	Applica@on,	I	feared	the	
bureaucrats	wouldn’t	even	let	the	Governor	
see	my	leWer	to	him.	

				Many	prefectural	Governors	leave	decisions	
to	bureaucrats!			

				Moreover,	the	Yamaguchi	governor	Muraoka	
Tsugumasa	is	himself	a	bureaucrat-turned-
poli@cian.	



Yamaguchi	Governor	Muraoka	likes	to	dress	up		
as	Yamaguchi’s	19th	Century	revolu@onary	
heroes	–	such	as	Yoshida	Shoin.	



				So	I	persuaded	a	na@onal	poli@cian	from	
Yamaguchi,	Hayashi	Yoshimasa	to	check	.	.		

	

				The	Governor	had	not	even	heard	about	the	
applica.on	–	sent	to	him	a	week	earlier	!	

				The	first	ever	applica@on	in	the	Prefecture’s	
history!			.	.	for	which	I	had	received	the	form	
6	months	earlier.		



				Without	Councillor	Hayashi’s	help,	my	
applica@on	would	likely	have	been	refused	
by	the	narco@cs	office	–	even	without	the	
Governor’s	knowledge!			

	

				I’ve	had	no	communica@on	at	all	from	the	
Governor’s	office	in	two	months!	

	

				ALer	one	month	the	narco@cs	office	asked	
me	for	more	informa@on	and	a	fee	–	which	
they	should	have	asked	for	last	September!	



				August	29,	2013:		U.S.	AWorney-General	
announced	the	end	of	the	federal	
government’s	60-year	campaign	to	prevent	
industrial	hemp	farming.	

	

				Japan’s	suppression	of	hemp	farming	now	
has	no	basis	at	all	–	except	the	ignorance	
of	its	own	government.	



				BUT	.	.	.	even	with	a	license	to	grow	hemp,	
Japanese	are	s@ll	only	allowed	to	use	the	
stems	and	seeds!				

				So	CBD	products	have	to	be	imported.	
				The	Japanese	government	recognises	the	
interna@onal	safety	standard	for	“industrial	
hemp”,	so	imports	of	CBD-containing	
products	are	growing	fast!	

	



				The	government	simply	needs	to	copy	the	
U.S.	DoJ	and	“Update”	their	law	to	
dis@nguish	Industrial	Hemp	from	“Taima”.			

	

				Making	Hemp	the	responsibility	of	the	
Ministry	of	Agriculture	will	solve	the	
problem	en@rely.		

				But	the	Agriculture	Ministry	is	totally	
ignorant	about	Hemp:		they	should	have	
been	championing	it	for	decades	already!		



Uncul@vated	land	is	s@ll	growing	by	10,000	Ha/yr!	



				3			Prospects	
	

				1		S@ll	wai@ng	for	the	Governor’s	decision	on	
cul@va@on.			

				Qu:		Is	he	happy	to	just	preside	over	con@nuing	
decline,	like	his	predecessors?	

	

				2		Wai@ng	for	some	poli@cian(s)	to	tackle	the	
bureaucrats!	

	

				N.B.			We	will	NOT	give	up!			J	



御清聴ありがとう	
　　　　ございます！	Thanks for listening!



