
www.eiha.org 

 

17th General 
Meeting of the 
EIHA 
 
19 May 2015 
 

Hotel am Rhein, Wesseling, 
Germany  
 
7 - 11 pm 
 
Michael Carus 
Managing Director EIHA 
 
John Hobson 
President EIHA 
 
 



www.eiha.org 

 

Agenda 
 
 
1.   Assessment of the votes / voting 

2.   Status report on EIHA and Hemp 
3.   Looking back – EIHA activities in 2014/2015 
4.   Financial report of the EIHA 
5.   Exoneration of the Board of Directors 
6.   Running and new activities 
7.   THC Guidelines: Presentation, discussion and voting 

 
Welcome to the EIHA and let us determine that the General Meeting 
has been convened and a quorum is statutory. 
 
 
First we have to introduce ourselves and to agree on the keeper of the 
minutes. 
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1. Assessment of the votes / voting 

1.   Regular member 
•  until 800 ha, 1,500 €/year and 10 votes  
•  800 – 1,600 ha 1,650 €/year and 11 votes 
•  1,600 – 2,400 ha 1,800 €/year and 12 votes 
•  …. + 800 ha > +150 €/year > + 1 vote  
 
2.  Associate member 
Each member has 
1 vote 
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Participants & Votes of the 17th General Meeting of the EIHA 

  
xxx members have 11 votes: xxx 

•  DunAgro B.V. (NL) 
•  HempFlax B.V. The Netherlands (NL/DE) 
•  CAVAC BIOMATERIAUX (FR) 
•  Planete Chanvre (FR) 
 

xxx members have 10 votes: xxx 
•  Assocanapa SRL (Italy) 
•  Hanf Farm (DE) 
•  Hempro International (DE) 
•  Hemp Factory (DE) 
•  HempFlax Europe (RO) 
•  InterChanvre (FR) 
•  PROPAGANDA PRODUCTION s.r.o. (SK) 
•  GW Research Ltd (UK) 

 
xxx members have 1 vote: xxx 

 

 
 

First of all the identification of the voting rights of the participants  
is done: xxx votes altogether 
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Agenda 
 
 
1.   Assessment of the votes / voting 

2.   Status report on EIHA and Hemp 
3.   Looking back – EIHA activities in 2014/2015 
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5.   Exoneration of the Board of Directors 
6.   Running and new activities 
7.   THC Guidelines: Presentation, discussion and voting 
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Total Hemp cultivation area  
in the EU more than 18.000 ha  
in 2014. 

The European Industrial  
Hemp Association (EIHA)  
has 12 regular members  
(hemp processors) and  
108 associate members 
from 37 countries (2015). 
 
 
Hemp processors 
 EIHA members 

Non-EIHA members 

Present  
hemp industry 
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120 (12 regular and 108 associate) members of 
the EIHA in 2015 

 
•  92 members from 24 European Countries 
•  28 members from other 13 countries like Australia, Canada, South 

Africa, South Korea, Ukraine, Uruguay, USA 
  

Members of the EIHA 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Cooperation with 
•  InterChanvre, France 
•  Hemp Industries Association, USA 
•  Canadian Hemp Trade Alliance, Canada 
•  International Hemp Building Association, Ireland 
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John Hobson, since 2005 
President, Plant Fibre Technology Ltd. (UK) 
 
Bernd Frank, since 2005 
First Deputy Chair, BaFa/bave GmbH (Germany) 
 
Olivier Joreau, since 2011 
Second Deputy Chair, CAVAC BIOMATERIAUX (France) 
 
Mark Reinders, since Dec. 2012 
HempFlax BV (The Netherlands) 
 
Sylvestre Bertucelli, since Dec. 2012 
InterChanvre (France) 
 
Daniel Kruse, since Nov. 2013 
Hempro International GmbH & Co. KG (Germany)  
 
 

  
The European Industrial Hemp Association 

(EIHA) – Board of Directors, founded in 2005 
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Assocanapa SRL (Italy) 
Felice Giraudo 
 
Dun Agro B.V. (The Netherlands) 
Albert Dun 
 
Hanf Farm GmbH (Germany)  
Rafael Dulon 
 
HempFlax Europe S.R.L. (Romania) 
Mark Reinders     
 
Hemp Factory GmbH (Germany) 
Daniel Kruse 
 
Planete Chanvre (France) 
Philippe & Antoine Heusele    
 
PROPAGANDA PRODUCTION s.r.o (Slovakia) 
Boris Banas 
 
GW Research Ltd (UK)   
John Hobson 
 
Managing Director of the EIHA 
Michael Carus (nova-Institut GmbH) 

 
    

 
 
 

Additional regular members & managing director of EIHA 
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EIHA Member – country distribution 
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Good news … 
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European Hemp cultivation area is  
growing to 18,300 ha in 2014 
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Cultivation area 2014: 18,286 ha 
EIHA is now reporting to the European Commission
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Price index: Hemp and flax technical 
short fibres 



www.eiha.org 

 

Agenda 
 
 
1.   Assessment of the votes / voting 

2.   Status report on EIHA and Hemp 
3.   Looking back – EIHA activities in 2014/2015 
4.   Financial report of the EIHA 
5.   Exoneration of the Board of Directors 
6.   Running and new activities 
7.   THC Guidelines: Presentation, discussion and voting 
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New EIHA web page: 

www.eiha.org 
 
...online since  
Dec. 2014! 
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Updated Report on THC limits in food 
by nova-Institute 

 
Special topic to be discussed 
at the end of the presentation 
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Hemp on ecological focus areas (EFAs) 
 
Hemp has not yet been included in the list of ecological focus areas (EFAs) 
under the CAP direct aid scheme. This, despite the fact that hemp cultivation 
provides actual benefits in terms of biodiversity and environmental protection 
since it does not involve any plant protection or pest control measures, and 
requires very few fertilizers; this is clearly part of the approach taken by the 
European Commission to promote biodiversity. 
 
Although hemp cultivation areas are in theory eligible to receive direct aid as 
part of Ecological Focus Areas (art 43 and annex IX point III al 7 of the 
regulation (EC) 1307/2013 « production without use of plant protection 
products»), this is has not happened in practice in any of the countries of the 
European Union, owing to the « red tape » involved in the procedure and, in 
particular, to the creation and the need to fund National Environmental 
Certification Schemes. 
 
The fact of including «productions that do not use plant protection products» in 
the list of Ecological Focus Areas (article 46 of the regulation (EC) 1307/2013) 
would greatly simplify and streamline administrative matters and meet the goals 
of M Hogan. Please support us! 
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International Business Directory for Bio-based 
Materials: iBIB2014/15 www.bio-based.eu/iBIB  

Downloads of the whole  
iBIB-PDF since publication in 
Spring 2014: 4,000 
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ISCC PLUS Certification 
for Hemp  
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ISCC PLUS since June 2014 

•  27 accepted Certification Bodies (CBs) for ISCC-PLUS 
(worldwide) were asked for proposals on hemp fibre certification 

•  Questionnaire for hemp fibre processors based on different 
CB’s requirements 

•  Possibility for RSB certification  
•  Discussion with ISCC-system about Conversion-Unit, 

Greenhouse-Gas Calculations 
•  Selection on final CBs based on criteria: 

–  DEKRA Certification GmbH 
–  PCU Deutschland GmbH (Control Union) 

•  Presentation to interested companies before as well as at the 
16th GM (Hürth, 2014-12-11) and decision:  
–  ISCC PLUS 
–  Support for “forerunners” for the 1st year 
–   starting before the end of March 2015 
–  “They will be financially supported by EIHA with 50% of the 

total costs, until March 2016 (including the costs of nova 
supporting the process).” 

•  HempFlax BV (NL, DE, RO) & HANF FARM GmbH (DE, HU) 
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Cost assumptions for the 1st year 

Per company 
(production site) 

ISCC fees 350 – 700 € Depends on the ISCC-tariff structure, especially 
on  the total turnover in metric tons per company-
location per year 

Costs for the Certification 
Body  
(on-site and desk-audit) 

2,500 – 7,250 € Depends on 
-  The numbers of delivering famers 
-  If the farms are “Cross Compliance” 
-  On the cooperation and preparation of the 

audit 
-  Travel distances (travel costs are assumed 

with 500 – 1,000 €) 

nova support 
(ISCC-Training from ISCC-
systems; calculations of the 
GHG-values,… ) 

1,940 – 2,880 € Depends on 
-  The cooperation and on the support required 

(3 – 6 workdays) 
-  Travel distances (travel costs are assumed 

with 500 – 1,000 €) 

Total sum 4,790 – 10,830 €  
 

Subsidy from EIHA for the 
1st year per company 50 % EIHA will pay 50 % of the total sum 

for forerunners! 
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Hemp fibre 
highlight in 
2015: 
 
Study on 
Carbon 
Footprint of 
different 
Natural Fibres 
 
nova-Institute in 
the European 
project MultiHemp 
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Carbon Footprint of hemp fibre 
and other natural fibres  
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EIHA at the German WIKIPEDIA again!  
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EIHA at English WIKIPEDIA again!   
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Lobbying in Brussels: Structure and 
representatives 
•  John Hobson (Plant Fibre Technology, UK): As a 

president involved in all lobbying activities. 
•  Sylvestre Bertucelli (InterChanvre, FR): Focus on CAP 

reform, DG Agriculture, European Parliament and Copa-
Cogeca. Continue lobbying for inclusion of Hemp in the 
“Ecological Focus Area” (EFA).  

•  Michael Carus (nova-Institut, DE): EIHA is part of CEN 
TC 411 and the “Bio-based Expert Group”, DG Enterprise 
– high level committee to steer the Bio-based Economy. 
EP & DG Agri 

•  Lara Dammer & Roland Essel (nova-Institut Michael 
Carus and Florence Aeschelmann, DE): EIHA is member 
of CEN/TC 411, bio-based products, Certification and 
Sustainability / LCA. 

•  Daniel Kruse (Hempro, DE) & Sylvestre Bertucelli 
(InterChanvre, F): Food Drink Europe. 
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8th Int. International Conference on Bio-based Material, Cologne, April 2015 
(www.bio-based.eu/conference). 220 participants during three days. 

Booth at the  
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Messe Stuttgart, Germany: 11,000 visitors & 440 exhibitors expected 

Booth at the Composites Europe 2014,  
this year 22 - 24 September 2015  

=> the costs of 3,900 € were shared by three companies (again CAVAC, HempFlax, 
PlanetChanvre) and EIHA (900 €). 
 

Picture shows the EIHA booth at Composite Europe in 2014 
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12th Int. Conference of the EIHA  
20 – 21 May 2015, Rheinforum, Wesseling, www.eiha-conference.org 
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Record participation in 2015! 
 
Ø  257 Participants (blue) from 38 countries (red)  
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Record participation in 2015! 
 
Ø  245 Participants (blue) from 38 countries (red)  
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Agenda 
 
 
1.   Assessment of the votes / voting 

2.   Status report on EIHA and Hemp 
3.   Looking back – EIHA activities in 2014/2015 
4.   Financial report of the EIHA 
5.   Exoneration of the Board of Directors 
6.   Running and new activities 
7.   THC Guidelines: Presentation, discussion and voting 
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Report on current financial situation 

Current balance (11 May 2015) – including 14,000.00 € donations for THC report in 2014 9.861,19 € 

Membership fees not paid yet (2015) 31,125.00 € 

Expenditures / costs since 16th General Meeting (Dec. 2014 – 11 May 2015) – incl. VAT 47,379.51 € 

	
  	
  Webpage	
  EIHA	
  Design	
   242,03 € 

Endowment 2015 nova  12,000.00 € 

Meeting DEKRA sustainability certification​ 105.00 € 

Banking fees 88,01 € 

Traveling costs to Brussels and costs for other EIHA meetings 278,35 € 

General Meeting, Dec. 2014 (Room & Catering & Lunch) 1,070.14 € 

CEN Comite Europeen de Normalisation 2015 605,00 € 

Francisca Everduin proofreading text EIHA: THC report 2,205.00 € 

Notary Dr. Michaela Tschon + court cashier (for decisions at the GM) 143,48 € 

Entrance fee & Booth at 8th International Conference on Bio-based Materials Conference 2015 1,130.50 € 

nova-Institut, THC food study 21,420.00 € 

nova-Institut, Preparation of ISCC Plus Certification, Martha Barth until. Nov. 2014 8,092.00 € 
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Report on current financial situation 

THC food study - Budget: 

Budget for nova: Decision on GM in May 2014 (net)  8,000.00 € 

Increased budget for nova: Decision on GM in December 2014 (net) 10,000.00 €  

Donation (net) 17,213.83  €   

	
  	
  	
  Total	
  Budget	
   27,213.83 €  

Expenditures (gross, incl. VAT) 21,420.00 €   
Proofreading of the report 2,205.00  € 

nova work (Dr. Franjo Grotenhermen: 4760 €, Dr. Brenneisen: 1190 €, nova core team: 5950 €) 11,900.00  € 

nova work - nova core team II 4,760.00 €   

nova work - nova core team III 2,555.00 € 

Budget left for activities in 2015 
 
From the Minutes of the 16th meeting: The additional budget will be used for information and 
lobbying activities in Brussels with additional support from different expert. And the analysis of 
the EFSA report and following research work. 
 

 
5,793.83 € 
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Agenda 
 
 
1.   Assessment of the votes / Voting 

2.   Status report on EIHA and Hemp 
3.   Looking back – EIHA activities in 2014/2015 
4.   Financial report of the EIHA 
5.   Exoneration of the Board of Directors 
6.   Running and new activities 
7.   THC Guidelines: Presentation, discussion and voting 
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Exoneration/discharge of the  
Board of Directors for their work in 2014/15 
 
 
0 votes against its exoneration 
xx votes for its exoneration 
0 abstention 
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Financial overview in 2015 
 

Coming expenditures in 2015 (May 2015 - November 2015) - Proposal approx. 55,000.00 € 

Banking fees and credit card payment provider  Approx. 500.00 €   

Traveling costs to Brussels & Meetings Approx. 2,000.00 €  

General Meetings in May & November Approx. 2,000.00 € 

! Printing costs of 700 hard copies of the LCA auto brochure 3,855,60 € 

Booth & parking tickets @ Composites Europe 2015, Stuttgart (if 3 companies will man 
the stand) 

Approx. 1,300.00 €  

ISCC Plus Certification support (50% of the costs of the forerunners) - additional 
members interested? 

At least 10,000.00 € 

Survey on hemp processing and markets (Luis, Michael supported by Sylvestre) Approx. 8,000.00 €  

Update EIHA Leaflet (Layout & Print) (content - executive office): to include new regular 
members 

Approx. 2,500.00 € 

Poster on on Industrial Hemp (content, layout, print) - based on the leaflet: for the 
commission (nova) 

Approx. 5,000.00 € 

Additional budget for THC guidelines & EFSA Approx. 20,000.00 €  

Other      Approx. 1,000.00 € 

Video ?? 

CBD quality standard – quality guarantee should be established by EIHA ?? 

Summer 2015 - Round robin lab test on THC measurements (Michael Carus, Daniel Kruse) ?? 

Quality label & guideline for hemp seeds ?? 
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Overview on existing hemp 
applications due to EIHA 
survey summer 2012 
(most detailed analysis ever 
done) 
 
UPDATE: New survey 
summer 2015 on harvest 2013 
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Poster on Industrial 
Hemp showing the 
crop, raw materials 
(fibres, shivs, seeds, 
flowers, leafs) and the 
main applications.  
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Financial overview in 2015  
 Expected budget in 2015 (members by 11 May 2015) 

12 regular members x 1,400 € (or more)  16,000.00 € 

108 associate members x 300 € (or less) approx. 29,000.00 € 

In total approx. 45,000.00 € 

Current balance (11 May 2015)  9,861.19  € 

Expected budget of the membership fees which have not been paid yet  31,100.00 € 

Expected expenditures in 2015 (May 2015 - November 2015)  -55,500.00 € 

Total expected deficit 2015 Approx. 
-15,000.00 € 
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THC Guidelines: Presentation, discussion and voting 
 
Report, nova-proposal and next steps presented by 
Luis Sarmento (nova-Institute) 
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Benefits for EIHA members? 

•  Regular member are featured on the EIHA leaflet 

•  All questions and requests from the industry (more than 200 
per year) are circulated to all EIHA members, creation of a 
hemp market place 

•  Free access to the huge EIHA database, more than 400 
presentations, reports and documents 
 

•  Help the Hemp Industry to grow! 
Help lobbying! 
Don’t let the policy forget Hemp! 
 

•  With your support EIHA can realise 
•  Information leaflets on hemp 
•  Position Papers to Policy 
•  Lobbying in Brussels 
•  Studies & Reports on Hemp helping the 

whole industrial hemp sector, internationally  
 
 

 
 


